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 14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan 
with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15and 
as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the 
feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water 

(now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 
16the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very 
far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing 
down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. 
And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17Now the priests bearing 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the 
midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all 
the nation finished passing over the Jordan.

1When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the LORD said 
to Joshua, 2"Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 
3and command them, saying, 'Take twelve stones from here out of the 
midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests’ feet stood 
firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place 
where you lodge tonight.'" 4Then Joshua called the twelve men from the 
people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5And 
Joshua said to them, "Pass on before the ark of the LORD your God into 
the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, 
according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6that this may  
be a sign among you. When your children ask in time to come, 'What do 
those stones mean to you?' 7then you shall tell them that the waters of the 
Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it 
passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these 
stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever."
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Did you know America’s oldest federal monuments are hardly ever 
visited? Even if you have toured the Washington Monument, the 
Lincoln Memorial, and the Jefferson Memorial, your tour probably 
did not take you to our oldest federal monuments. No, they are not 
connected with any battle. No, they are not merely historical 
markers. But they all are in the Washington D.C. area. One of them 
is at the north end of the parking lot of the First Baptist Church in 
Alexandria, Virginia. One of them is in Benjamin Banneker Park in 
Falls Church, Virginia. One is located in the front yard of a home on 
Western Avenue. Still another sits out in front of the Master’s Touch 
Praise Ministries in Oxon Hill, Maryland. So, who even notices 
them? Each one is only a single stone standing maybe two feet tall 
and one foot wide. So, what are these oldest federal monuments? 
What do these stones mean? 

The stones of this superstructure beg the same question. As we walked 
into this magnificent building this morning to celebrate Immanuel’s 125th 
anniversary, glanced up at the large blocks of limestone and considered 
where Immanuel is at in its history, we may well have asked the question, 
What do these stones mean? Why are they here? Why is Immanuel still 
here? As we try to follow where we believe the Lord is leading us, we 
might consider some who asked that question long before us.     

Whenever they came to the Jordan River near the crossing at Gilgal, the 
Israelites would see a monument of twelve large stones. It was not carved 
into the image of one of Israel’s national heroes. It bore no inscription. It 
was just twelve stones stacked one on top of the other. It begged the 
question, What is this? We can just imagine generations of children, 
asking, “What do these stones mean?” And we can imagine generations of 
parents answering, These stones are here to remind us that when the 
twelve tribes of Israel were entering the Promised Land, they had to cross 
the Jordan in the spring when it was at flood stage. It would have been 
dangerous, but the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord. Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground. The Lord 
your God did to the Jordan just what He had done to the Red Sea, so that 
we would know that the hand of the Lord is powerful.

At least, that’s what the parents were supposed to say. In the days after 
their great leader Joshua was gone, when the tribes of Dan and Naphtali 
were being overrun in the north, when the tribes that settled east of the 
Jordan were fighting for their survival against the Ammonites and 
Moabites, when the tribes of Ephraim, Judah and Benjamin were giving 
ground every day to the Philistines in the west, what did Israelite parents 
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really want to say to their children about those stones? Ah, 
those were the days. Before we crossed the Jordan, our numbers 
were strong. All of our armies were at full strength. Coming 
into this land was our parents’ dream, not ours.

Those were the days, is what we may be thinking. On this day 
when we look back on Immanuel’s history and give thanks for 
God’s past blessings, on this day when we look up at the stones 
of this church, it is tempting to think, Those were the days. 
Those were the days when Immanuel’s numbers were strong. In 
our mind’s eye we look back on those days as the glory days of 
Immanuel. It’s tempting to long for those glory days or to long 

for Immanuel to experience that glory once again. And when that’s where 
our eyes are, how can we look forward and follow where the Lord is 
leading us now? For any of us, as an individual follower of Christ, it is 
possible for the eye to wander. You see other churches that seem to be 
more successful and popular than your own. You see a church that has 
something your church does not have. Or you see other associations that 
would be less demanding on you than being active in a church. And you’re 
tempted to think, It was our parent’s dream to come here, not ours. Or, It 
was my parents’ idea to go to church, not mine. And when that’s where our 
eyes are, how can we look forward and follow where the Lord is leading 
us now?

The same way Israel crossed the Jordan into the Promised Land. The same 
way Immanuel moved forward in the 1920’s to leave downtown and come 
to this neighborhood. Or, do we think it was a simple matter for those two 
groups to go where the Lord was leading them just because their numbers 
were large or because it was the old days? Every generation is tempted to 
think, Coming here was our parents’ dream, not ours. So, it is the Lord 
who pulls us forward. 

It was the Lord who pulled forward His people Israel into the Promised 
Land. They faced a river swollen with the melted snows of Mount 
Hermon. There were a lot of them to get across. It was dangerous. The 
Lord went first. He commanded that the ark of the covenant was to go 
across first, because that ark was His presence among the people. The ark 
was the tangible testimony that the Lord God was among them, leading 
them, saying to them, That land over there is where you’re supposed to be. 
Just like America’s oldest federal monuments. Those stones, forty of them 
in all, laid in 1791 to form a huge diamond 100 miles square said, That’s 
where the District of Columbia is supposed to be. The ark of the covenant 
leading the way across the Jordan was saying to Israel, That land over 
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there on the other side of the river is where you’re supposed to be. The 
Lord Himself went first, standing in the way of danger, holding back the 
rushing waters so that His people were emboldened to follow. Just as 
Jesus went the way of the cross first, standing in the way of death, 
holding back the gates of hell so that we follow Him across the river into 
the Promised Land of eternity with God. 

You see, the Lord is pulling us forward. What do these stones mean? 
They are tangible testimony that the Lord is here, pulling us forward. But 
it’s not just these stones and these windows and the altar and the 
baptismal font that serve as tangible testimony that the Lord God is here, 
leading us. More importantly, it’s the proclamation of the Word and the 
administering of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper in this place that serve as 
tangible testimony that God is here. That God has seen to it that Word 
and Sacrament ministry have remained here at Immanuel through pastors 
like Albert Engler, Erv Daugherty, and Cliff Koenig is tangible testimony 

that the Lord is saying, Immanuel, this is where you’re supposed to be, 
because these are the days. These are the days when going where the Lord 
is leading us is scary and there are a lot of people to yet bring into the 
Promised Land. But the Lord is leading us in these days. The cross goes 
before us, holding back the rushing waters of our sins and eternal death 
and hell, the Word and Sacraments go before us, emboldening us in these 
days to follow where the Lord is leading us now.

Amen
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